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Student Access Programs. through WUE through WRGP through PSEP

WESTERN UNDERGRADUATE EXCHANGE

WUE
Es UNDERGRADUATE 49,125 $13,060

students on out-of-state STUDENTS AVERAGE SAVINGS

tuition. They pay no more chose WUE schools for undergraduate
than 150% of in-state tuition in the West students

at partner institutions across
the West.

WESTERN REGIONAL GRADUATE PROGRAM

&b WRGP
Saves GRADUATE students 3,030 $1 5,1 79

on out-of-state certificate,
master’s, and doctoral STUDENTS AVERAGE SAVINGS

programs. They pay no more chose WRGP schools for graduate

than 150% of in-state tuition in the West students
at partner institutions across
the West.

PROFESSIONAL STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM

ﬂ PSEP 10 WICHE states and two Pacific Island territories invested nearly
_ $16 million to grow their healthcare workforce and reduced the
Helps students pursuing educational costs of 570 students.

careersin 10 HEALTH FIELDS.
They can enroll in programs 134 accredited programs are offered through PSEP at 64 institutions.

in the WICHE region and A student can save between $38,100 and $149,000 on tuition over

receive substantigl tuition the lifespan of a professional health degree program, depending on the
support from their home field of study.

state/territory.
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The Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE) is a regional interstate higher
education compact of 15 Western states and the U.S. Pacific Territories and Freely Associated States.

Since 1953, WICHE has focused on its mission of expanding educational access and excellence for all
residents of the West. By promoting innovation, cooperation, resource sharing, and sound public policy,
WICHE strengthens higher education’s contributions to the region’s social, economic, and civic life.

Visit wiche.edu.

Created by the WICHE Commission in 1995, the
LEGISLATIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (LAC) works to
strengthen state-level postsecondary policymaking
across the West. Members are state legislators
appointed by the WICHE Commissioners in the
region to explore emerging policy issues and develop
strategies for interstate collaboration.

WESTERN ALLIANCE OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE
ACADEMIC LEADERS The Alliance is a consortium
of leaders at community colleges, technical schools,
and systems and state governing and coordinating
boards associated with two-year institutions.

WESTERN ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP FORUM The
Forum is a consortium of academic officers at
four-year institutions, including those awarding
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees, as well
as chief executives and chief academic officers for
systems and state governing boards.

WESTERN ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP ACADEMY is

a yearlong professional development program for
academic leaders aspiring to become chief academic
officers in the WICHE region’s postsecondary sector.

Cost-savings Partnerships

WICHE offers pre-negotiated student health
and technology contracts to colleges and
universities, K-12 school districts, state and
local governments, and education-related
nonprofits through a cost-savings program
with the Midwestern Higher Education
Compact (MHEC). Last year, participating
entities saved an average of 9% compared
with other purchasing options.

$9 9 M REGIONAL ESTIMATED
° ANNUAL SAVINGS

WICHE convenes the OERWEST NETWORK as part of

a national effort to expand free course materials and
other open educational resources (OER) that reduce
textbook costs and support student success. WICHE is
also conducting a regional landscape analysis examining
how textbook price transparency and affordability
policies are being implemented across the West.

WCET - THE WICHE COOPERATIVE FOR
EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGIES is the leader in the
practice, policy, and advocacy of digital learning in
higher education. Its growing membership includes
institutions, higher education agencies and systems,
nonprofit organizations, government agencies, and
corporations in all U.S. states and several Canadian
provinces.

STATE AUTHORIZATION NETWORK (SAN) helps
guide institutions through state regulations around
online courses and programs.

WICHE hosts regular PEER-TO-PEER VIRTUAL
CONVENINGS on current issues and promising
strategies to postsecondary and workforce
challenges in the West.

Distance Education Reciprocity

Institutions in the West save money on out-
of-state authorization fees by participating
in the State Authorization Reciprocity
Agreement (SARA) through WICHE. This
voluntary agreement provides reciprocity for

the state authorization of distance education,
while ensuring meaningful consumer
protections for students and reducing
regulatory red-tape for institutions.

$52 8M REGIONAL ESTIMATED
° ANNUAL SAVINGS




WICHE Behavioral Health Program'’s (BHP) fastest-
growing initiative is the PSYCHOLOGY INTERNSHIP
CONSORTIA, which helps build the behavioral
health workforce pipeline, particularly in rural or
remote areas. WICHE contributes an administrative
framework, American Psychological Association
accreditation, and other support for consortia across
the WICHE region, which include:

Alaska Psychology Internship Consortium (AK-PIC)
Guam Psychology Internship Consortium (GU-PIC)
Hawai‘i Psychology Internship Consortium (HI-PIC)
Idaho Psychology Internship Consortium (ID-PIC)
Nevada Psychology Internship Consortium (NV-
PIC)

New Mexico Psychology Internship Consortium
(NM-PIC)

Oregon State Hospital Psychology Internship
Program (OSH-PIP)

Sanford Health Psychology Internship Consortium
(SH-PIC)

South Dakota Psychology Internship Consortium
(SD-PIC)

Utah Psychology Internship Consortium (UT-PIC)

TOGETHER WITH VETERANS (TWV) - RURAL
VETERAN SUICIDE PREVENTION PROGRAM enlists
rural Veterans and local partners to reduce Veteran
suicide in their own community. Funded by the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs and administered by
WICHE's BHP, TWV provides individualized coaching,
tools, training, technical assistance, and resources,
supporting 38 rural communities with 16 communities
in the WICHE region, representing 11 Western states.
WICHE's BHP continues to actively support five of
those communities and hosts all 38 communities at
an annual summit to exchange ideas and hear from
national experts in Veteran suicide prevention.

Under contract with the AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
ADDICTION PSYCHIATRY, WICHE's BHP provides
training and technical assistance to reduce the
impacts of opioid and stimulant misuse and other
use disorders. This contract services Region 8 states
of Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota,
Utah, and Wyoming.

MOUNTAIN PLAINS RURAL OPIOID TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE CENTER (MP ROTAC) develops and
shares resources, training, and technical assistance
focused on opioid and stimulant misuse in rural areas
in Region 8. This is funded through a multiyear grant
from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) within the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services.

RURAL COMMUNITIES OPIOID RESPONSE
PROGRAM (RCORP) is a multiyear initiative
supported by the Health Resources and Services
Administration within the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services to identify treatment barriers
and best practices for preventing and treating
substance use disorder. BHP provides technical
assistance to 57 grantees across the U.S., supporting
24 grantees in the WICHE region.

WESTERN STATES DECISION SUPPORT GROUP
(WSDSG) serves as a collaborative, information-
sharing membership network for state behavioral
health data and evaluation staff from across the
WICHE region. WSDSG members discuss emerging
issues in behavioral health data collection, reporting,
and system evaluation, as well as meet annually

for training and presentations to stay apprised

of developments in behavioral health data and
evaluation.

DATA AND POLICY RESOURCES Policymakers and
campus leaders can explore WICHE's data and policy
resources to better understand what's happening at
home and across the West. These resources provide
reliable state-level and regional insights to help
make informed, strategic decisions that strengthen
postsecondary education and workforce outcomes.

Knocking at the College Door is the leading U.S.
resource for projections of high school graduates.
Visit wiche.edu/knocking to access reports,
interactive dashboards, webinars, presentations, as
well as state-level data.

Tuition and Fees in the West includes tuition, fees,
and enrollment data about 350+ public institutions
in the West.

Benchmarks: WICHE Region presents information
on the West's progress in improving access to,
success in, and financing of higher education.
Data on over 35 indicators in WICHE's Regional
Fact Book for Higher Education in the West.

With support from the ECMC Foundation, WICHE
equips state leaders with analysis and resources
on Completion Strategies in the West to increase
credential completion and improve student
success across states.

Our data experts provide research, analysis, and
peer collaboration opportunities on key higher
education issues, including workforce development,
state finance, transfer, student success strategies,
and more, to help decision-makers develop
evidence-based, effective policy solutions.



Total Student Savings in the West

$703,291,081 through WICHE’s Student Access
Programs AY 2025-26

WA
$118,260,852
MT
$16,504,560

ND
$ 4,259,839

$552,212
AM. SAMOA

$19,313,766

WICHE Commission way 2026

ALASKA

Tom Begich

Aparna Dileep-
Nageswaran Palmer

VACANT

ARIZONA

Kathleen Goeppinger
Todd Haynie

Chad Sampson

CALIFORNIA
Ellen Junn
Robert Shireman
VACANT

COLORADO

Jim Chavez

JB Holston

Kate Siegel Shimko

HAWAI'I
Terrence George
Wendy Hensel
David Lassner

IDAHO

L. Dean Fisher
Jennifer White
VACANT

MONTANA
Maryrose Beasley
Clayton Christian
Llew Jones

NEVADA

Patricia Charlton
Catherine (Cathy) Dinauer
Fred Lokken

$46,284,436
ID
$29,030,852

NV
$32,281172) T

$15,769,039

AZ

$34,058,447
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NEW MEXICO

Barbara Damron
(Immediate Past Chair)

Bill Soules

Patricia Sullivan

NORTH DAKOTA
Danita Bye

Kyle Davison
Brent Sanford

OREGON

Ben Cannon
Michael Dembrow
Lisa Skari

SOUTH DAKOTA
Nathan Lukkes

Larry Tidemann
Ashley Wenger-Slaba

SD

4,327,336
WY 5

$11,742,461

CcO
$58,438,956

N
$16,739,064
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$1,790,539
CNMI

-

( $1,781,879

GUAM

U.S. PACIFIC

TERRITORIES & FREELY

ASSOCIATED STATES

Frankie Eliptico (CNMI,
Vice Chair)

Rodney Jacob (Guam)

Kalani Kaneko (RMI)

UTAH

Patricia Jones Horton
Geoffrey Landward
Ann Millner (Chair)

WASHINGTON
John Carmichael
Michael Meotti
Gerry Pollet

WYOMING
Fred Baldwin
Joseph Schaffer
Mike Smith




