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History and background: What is Knocking?
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11 th Edit ion

Interact ive Dashboards:  www.wiche.edu/knocking  

http://www.wiche.edu/knocking


A true team effort

Peace Bransberger
Formerly 

Director of Programs & 
Evidence

Colleen Falkenstern
Director of Programs & 

Evidence
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Joseph Garcia
Senior Graphic Designer

Melanie Sidwell
VP, Communications



Special thanks

To the state agency staff who made this work possible by 
working with our team, providing data, and patiently 
explaining nuances of their state context…

Thank you!
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So what do the data say?

Key Finding #1: The total number of high school 
graduates is expected to peak in 2025, then 

decline through 2041.
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High school graduates, reported (2009 
to 2023) and projected (2024 to 2041) 
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Primary factor: Births (actuals, 2000-2023)

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention8



Secondary factor: K-12 retention and completion

Source: National 
Center for 
Education 
Statistics
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A tale as old as…2012
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So what do the data say?

Key Finding #2: The number of graduates 
identifying as Hispanic or Multiracial is projected to 
grow. Other populations by race and ethnicity are 

projected to decline.
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U.S. public high school graduates by race and ethnicity

Race/Ethnicity 2023 2041

AI/AN 29,706 17,566

Multiracial 127,352 214,303

Asian & NHOPI 217,616 196,667

Black 480,224 372,960

Hispanic 944,299 1,094,165

White 1,629,974 1,202,287
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Projected change in U.S. high school 
graduates, 2023 to 2041
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A closer look at the Two or More Races 
population
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Source: 
WICHE 
analysis of 
U.S. Census 
ACS data



So what do the data say?

Key Finding #3: Declines in the West, Northeast, and 
Midwest will be steeper than previously projected; 
the number of graduates in the South is projected 

to increase.
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Regional variation
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Regional and state variation
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Percent Change, Class of 2023 to 2041



Projected change in high school graduates 
in the West, 2023 to 2041

► Trends in the West

• Increases among 
Multiracial and 
Private graduates 
and declines among 
all other racial and 
ethnic populations

• Projected increases 
in Idaho, Montana, 
North Dakota, and 
South Dakota 
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So what do the data say?

Key Finding #4: Enrollment data show a steeper 
drop in earlier grades of both K-12 public and 

private school systems than projected before the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
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2020 vs. 2024 editions

• More Hispanic and Multiracial public school graduates, 
fewer of all other race and ethnicities

• Cumulative: New projections estimate 750,000 fewer 
graduates (1.5%) between 2024 and 2037
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Should we care?
Implications and discussion
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Workforce shortages
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On the one hand…

► Relax…a “cliff” is not always a cliff.
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2023 – 2034
Chg. = Approx. -1% 



On the other hand…this
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Source: NWS 
via NOAA 
Ocean 
Prediction 
Center



Leads to this…
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Source: The 
Perfect Storm



The current environment

► Fiscal uncertainty, including some state-level budget 
uncertainty

► Widespread questions about value (but widespread 
consensus about the importance of post-HS credentials)

► Federal changes

► Declining enrollments for some sectors

► Workforce shortages
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So what now? Finding our way

27 Sources: Library of Congress, University of Hawaii at Manoa



Step 1: Understand your context
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A tale of two states
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California North Dakota



Immediate college-going, national

Sources: BLS, National Center for Education Statistics30



Public postsecondary enrollment: National 
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Source: Integrated Postsecondary Education 
Data System, Fall 2023 enrollments



Public postsecondary enrollment: By age
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Source: Integrated 
Postsecondary 
Education Data 
System, Fall 2023 
enrollments



Fall 2022 enrollment as a share of recent 
high school graduates by state
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Share of 18 
to 30 year 
olds living 
outside of 
their birth 
state
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
American Community Survey, 
Public Use Microdata, 2022



Six-year completion rates by starting 
institution type, cohorts 2007 to 2018

Private, Non-Profit 4-Year

Public, Four-Year

Total

Public, Associates/Baccalaureate

Public, Two-Year

Private, For-Profit 4-Year

Source: National Student 
Clearinghouse Research 
Center, Yearly Progress and 
Completion35



So what? What can be done?
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Evidence-backed approaches
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Evidence-backed approaches
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Evidence-backed approaches
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Areas for growth

► Affordability

► Student, faculty, and staff behavioral health and wellness

► Articulating and delivering on the value of higher ed

► Adult learners (or maybe we’re doing great…no one knows)

► Short-term credentials
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Coming soon…

► More Knocking data

• U.S. Territories and Freely Associated States

• Gender analyses

• Sub-state information (in partnership with College Board)

► Next steps: What is useful to you? 
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Thank you!

For further information:
Patrick Lane 

plane@wiche.edu

Colleen Falkenstern 
cfalkenstern@wiche.edu

https://www.wiche.edu/knocking
Sign up for more information at https://www.wiche.edu/about/news/alerts/  
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