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STATE LEVEL GOALS   
Colorado uses transfer policies to support higher education 
goals. 

Reduce Attainment Gap 
Significant difference in 2-yr and    
4-yr degree attainment between 

minority and non-minority students. 

Provide Seamless 
Credit Transfer 

Focus on 2-yr to 4-yr intrastate 
transfer, but 4-yr to 4-yr also 

included.                                         

Reduce Time to 
Graduation 

Enhanced student persistence. 
Reduced cost to State. 

  

 
Promote Student 

Success 
Alignment with academic, career 

and workforce success goals 
included in P-20 initiatives. 

  
  



COLORADO TRANSFER MILESTONES 

1987 First 2-yr to 4-yr agreement for general education course transfer 
 Faculty-to-Faculty Conferences initiated. 

1991 Community College Common Course Descriptor project 
2001 King Bill (Student Bill of Rights) and Berry Bill (General Education) 
 General Education Council created. 
 gtPathways program initiated for general education course transfer. 
2008 Transfer Guides for specific majors at designated baccalaureate institutions 
2010 Statewide Transfer Articulation Agreements  (STAAs) 
 Degrees with Designation (DwDs) for community college students initiated. 
2012 Reverse Transfer – move 4-yr credits to 2-yr school for AA/AS degree completion 
2013 State Remediation Policy – English and mathematics for entering freshmen 
 2014 Supplemental Academic Instruction   
2015+ Policies and Procedures under discussion: 
 Prior Learning Assessment – AB, IB, CLEP, DSST, challenge exam, portfolio 
 gtPathways updated content and competency learning objectives   
 Colorado Mathematics Pathways – initiative to lower reliance on college algebra 
 Remediation Policy and Course Placement 

 
 
 

 



COLORADO GT-PATHWAYS PROGRAM 

 minimum 31-hr general education program 
 gen ed core for all AA/AS degrees and several BA/BS degrees 
 8 knowledge areas – liberal education distribution model 
 1300 faculty-reviewed courses maintained by CDHE. 
 guaranteed to transfer/apply to lower division general education 

at receiving institution (some restrictions) 
 oversight provided by GE Council of 2-yr and 4-yr representatives 
 updating content and competency learning objectives to better 

align with AAC&U Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

http://highered.colorado.gov/academics/transfers/gtPathways/curriculum.html 
 
 

 

The foundation of the Colorado transfer policies is the  
gt-Pathways program of guaranteed transfer/application of 
general education credit between public institutions.  

http://highered.colorado.gov/academics/transfers/gtPathways/
http://highered.colorado.gov/academics/transfers/gtPathways/


COLORADO TRANSFER PATHWAYS 
 Statewide Transfer Articulation Agreements – completion of first two years 

of BA/BS at community college with transfer to any baccalaureate program 
(institution independent) offering the major 
 32 baccalaureate majors and CC degrees with designation 
 minimum 60 hours transferred and junior standing 
 lower division general education completed at receiving institution 
 courses applied to major, typically 12-15 hours 
 successful completion does not guarantee admission to 4-yr institution 
 change of major reduces guarantees 

 Transfer Guides – similar to STAA, but baccalaureate institution specific 
 only for major content areas not covered by STAAs 
 may include tracks/options within degree 
 RN to BSN 

 Advising Guides – transfer encouraged prior to AA/AS degree completion 
 pre-engineering students  

 
http://highered.colorado.gov/academics/transfers/students.html 



COLORADO INTERSTATE TRANSFER  

 Updating (in progress) gtPathways content and competency learning objectives 
designed to align with WICHE Interstate Passport learning outcomes. 
 Aims CC and University of Northern Colorado participating in Passport mapping. 
 Colorado plans to become a Passport state. 

 Application of Colorado transfer policies to non-Colorado transfer credit – 
application of ‘fairness’ principles to all transfer students. 

 Institution-specific programs 
 recruiting of students from non-Colorado community colleges 
 virtual campus tours  
 on-line orientation, advising and registration 
 Transfer Center – staff and advisors dedicated to non-Colorado transfer students 

 

Most Colorado transfer policies are the result of legislation and 
resulting Colorado Commission on Higher Education policies; therefore, 
policies only technically apply to intrastate transfers. 



EVALUATION OF COLORADO TRANSFER 
 Widespread adoption and acceptance of gtPathways program. 

 CC students look for gtPathways designated courses for degree planning and advising 
 Increasing misperception that only gtPathways courses are transferrable 
 Institutions seeking gtPathways designation for courses outside general education 

 STAAs being used by CC students and advisors. 
 DwDs help CC recruit students, especially non-Colorado students 
 Increased emphasis in completing AA/AS degree to attain STAA guarantees 
 Small, but increasing, number of CC students greatly exceeding 60-hr transfer goal 

 Lack of assessment of Colorado transfer policies. 
 Good anecdotal information from CC advisors  
 Fewer student complaints to CDHE from transfer students 
 Disappointing early STAA enrollment, but too soon to evaluate effectiveness 

 Improved 2-yr and 4-yr institution communication.   
 Continued use of Faculty-to-Faculty Conferences 
 GE Council and faculty involvement with STAA approval process 

 Perception that State, not institution faculty, control gen ed curriculum. 
 



CONTACTS 
John Lanning, University of Colorado Denver 
 GE Council, member 
 K-12 and Community College Liaison 
 john.lanning@ucdenver.edu 
 
Ian Macgillivray, Colorado Department of Higher Education 
 Director of Academic Affairs 
 Organizes both General Education and Academic Councils 
 ian.macgillivray@dhe.state.co.us 
 
Carl Einhaus, Colorado Department of Higher Education 
 Director of Student Affairs 
 carl.einhaus@dhe.state.co.us 



Partnering for transfer success in Arizona 

Duane Roen 
Dean, University College and College of Letters and Sciences 
Vice Provost, ASU’s Polytechnic campus 



Statewide articulation agreements and   
collaboration via AZTransfer 



 
 

  35-37 credits  of common  
general education courses across all  

Arizona colleges and universities  
  

  transfer as a block   

Arizona  General Education 
Curriculum (GEAC)  

http://www.state.gov/video/?videoid=60761567001






Webinars 



New MAPP Brochure 

Complete within 3 years 

New ASU-Maricopa webpages 
ASU-Maricopa 
 

Time Efficient & Cost Effective 

226 MAPPs 

Guaranteed Admission 

http://www.transfer.asu.edu/maricopa


Over 300 Majors – 266 MAPPs 

http://www.state.gov/video/?videoid=60761567001


Personalized Communication 

I’m Ally, your 
transfer specialist. 
 
 
 
 
 

transfer.asu.edu 



http://www.transfer.asu.edu/maricopa My ASU for MAPP Students 

http://www.transfer.asu.edu/maricopa
http://www.state.gov/video/?videoid=60761567001


STUDENTS @ ASU Fall 2015 
3,174 new Maricopa transfer students currently enrolled at ASU 

  
855 on a MAPP – 27% 2,319 not on a MAPP 

Campus Students MAPP 

CGCC 354 134 

EMCC 153 94 

GWCC 31 18 

GCC 339 131 

MCC 578 176 

PVCC 215 67 

PC 185 71 

RIO 182 73 

SCC 211 80 

SMCC 71 11 

TOTAL 2319 855 

http://www.state.gov/video/?videoid=60761567001


MAPP STUDENTS @ ASU 

After 1 
Years 

After 2 
Years 

After 3 
Years 

After 4 
Years 

MAPP 
Students 

Fall 2011 Graduated 2% 62% 83% 88% 

All 
Transfers 

Fall 2011 Graduated 2% 40% 65% 73% 

http://www.state.gov/video/?videoid=60761567001


Transfer 
Achievement 

Award 
$1 - 4K 

R 79 85 
B 87 
#4F5557 

scholarships.asu.edu/transfers 

ASU 
institutional 

awards 

College 
awards      

by major 

In Fall 2014, $5.3 million in institutional merit/need-based grants 
and scholarships awarded from ASU to Maricopa transfers 

scholarship opportunities 

http://www.state.gov/video/?videoid=60761567001
http://www.state.gov/video/?videoid=60761567001


  

Reverse 
Transfer 

pathway students 

focusing on student success 

45+ credits - MAPP 

30-60 ASU credits 
2x per year 

36+ credits - TAG 



https://tutoring.asu.edu/transfer-success 



ASU@TheGilaValley 
Eastern Arizona College 

Currently Running: 
BA in Organizational Leadership 
BAE - Bachelor of Education in Secondary Education  
BAS in Operations Management 
BSN - Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Concurrent Enrollment) 



Thank you. 



ASU Charter 

  
ASU is a comprehensive public research 
university, measured not by whom we exclude, 
but rather by whom we include and how they 
succeed; advancing research and discovery of 
public value; and assuming fundamental 
responsibility for the economic, social, cultural 
and overall health of the communities it serves. 



Arizona Western College 
Spring 2016: 
BS – Criminal Justice and Criminology 
 
Fall 2016: 
BA in Organizational Leadership 
BAE - Bachelor of Education in Secondary Education  
BSN - Bachelor of Science in Nursing (Concurrent Enrollment) 
 

ASU@Yuma 



ASU@Pinal 
Central Arizona College 

Fall 2016: 
BA in Organizational Leadership 
BAS in Operations Management 
 
Fall 2017: 
BAE - Bachelor of Education in Secondary Education 



Full-time Tuition per semester $3,140.00 
ASU books available in their Bookstore 
Library Access - Sun Card - Free Parking  
Fitness Center – Student Orientations 

 
Access to an ASU education for place-bound students 

 

Benefits 



New TAG Schools 

Diné College 
Tohono O’odham College 



Forum brings together professionals who are working to support American 
Indian students in their desire to enroll in and be successful at ASU 
 

• high school counselors  
• community and tribal college advisors 
• tribal financial aid officers  
• others who work with American Indian students and families 

 

ASU annual American Indian  
Student Success Forum 

http://www.state.gov/video/?videoid=60761567001


webinars = visit.asu.edu 



pathway tracker 



STUDENTS @ ASU Spring 2016 

Campus Students MAPP 

CGCC 166 39 

EMCC 52 36 

GWCC 9 3 

GCC 144 47 

MCC 211 72 

PVCC 91 22 

PC 89 31 

RIO 76 25 

SCC 100 27 

SMCC 27 8 

TOTAL 965 310 

1,275 new Maricopa transfer students currently enrolled at ASU 
  

310 on a MAPP = 25% 965 not on a MAPP 
 

http://www.state.gov/video/?videoid=60761567001


 
TRN Credit 

Hours 

 
Students 

 
MAPP 

0-24 97 5 

25-35 183 11 

36-45 220 20 

46-64 1592 721 

65+ 227 98 

TOTAL 2319 855 

SPRING 2016 

Credits Transferred to ASU 

 
TRN Credit 

Hours 

 
Students 

 
MAPP 

0-24 45 1 

25-35 56 2 

36-45 76 10 

46-64 695 265 

65+ 93 32 

TOTAL 965 310 

FALL 2015 

http://www.state.gov/video/?videoid=60761567001


TRN GPA Students MAPP 

> 2.0 2 1 

2.0-2.24 33 8 

2.25-2.49 125 23 

2.5-2.74 226 80 

2.75-2.99 364 106 

3.0-3.24 487 183 

3.25-3.49 424 173 

3.5-3.74 364 152 

3.75-4.0 294 129 

TOTAL 2319 855 

SPRING 2016 

Transfer GPAs 

TRN GPA Students MAPP 

> 2.0 3 2 

2.0-2.24 25 5 

2.25-2.49 49 10 

2.5-2.74 118 28 

2.75-2.99 135 37 

3.0-3.24 196 77 

3.25-3.49 172 64 

3.5-3.74 147 49 

3.75-4.0 120 38 

TOTAL 965 310 

FALL 2015 

http://www.state.gov/video/?videoid=60761567001


The Interstate Passport: Learning as the New 
Currency for Transfer 

Alliance in Missoula 
Panel: From One Institution to 
Another 
Peter Quigley 
University of Hawaii 



 Recent discoveries inside states re: swirling. “If 
attacking these obstacles to transfer is important 
inside states, why isn’t it important across state 
lines? Aren’t these our students too?” 

 What would a regional or even national 
approach look like? Why isn’t completion of the 
core in Arizona equal to completion of general 
education core in Utah? 

 The Alliance was formed to take on big issues: 
We invented the motto “Hold my Beer and 
Watch This.” Stolen by MT… 

 

The Origins of the Passport 



The view of articulation 
when it is all about the 
institution protecting its 
course choices; instead 
transfer should be a 
friction-free zone 
acknowledging the work 
of the student and her 
right to take this work 
anywhere 

Pat – Bob  

Solution? 



*Can there not be a 
common currency to 
facilitate student 
transfer between 
states…. ? 
*A Passport based on a 
common currency of 
Outcomes/Learning, 
not courses, not 
credits?                                                                                                                     



Urgency Around Completion 
and Accelerated Completion is 

Mounting 



Urgency Around Completion 
and Accelerated Completion is 

Mounting 



Solution: Fix broken remediation sequence 
and deploy pathways 



For transfer, students are siloed inside the 
rituals and requirements of single colleges 
or if this is addressed then it is a state box 





Degree Completers 
 Number  & Percentage  with 

Out-of-State Credits 

*Published online by the National Student Clearinghouse; 
http://nscresearchcenter.org/snapshotreport-interstatemobility16/#prettyPhoto 



WICHE Region 
Close-up: 
Degree 

Completers 
with Out-of-
State Credits; 

 
AVERAGE FOR 

THE WICHE 
REGION IS 20% 

*Published online by the National Student Clearinghouse; 
http://nscresearchcenter.org/snapshotreport-interstatemobility16/#prettyPhoto 



 Because Passport Initiative is Interstate –  
 Replace Course-to-Course  

 Transfer Agreements with transfer focused  

  on Learning Outcomes 

 Design Principles –  
 Honor Institutional Individuality 

 Designed by those who will operationalize 

 Faculty, Registrars, IR Personnel 

 

 

Interstate Passport Initiative 
Design Considerations 



Written 
Communi- 

cation 

Oral 
Communi- 

cation 

Quantitative 
Literacy 

Natural 
Sciences 

Human 
Cultures 

Human 
Society 
and the 

Individual 

Creative 
Expression 

Teamwork 
and 

Value 
Systems 

Critical 
Thinking 

Foundational Skills 

Knowledge of  
Concepts 

Crosscutting 
Skills 

1. Passport 9 GE Areas –  from LEAP ELOs and  
           WICHE research 



Passport Course Block 
Uniquely Defined by Faculty at Each Passport Institution 

EXAMPLE: North Dakota State University 
  ORAL COMMUNICATION 

 COMM 110 Fundamentals of Public Speaking 
   WRITTEN COMMUNICATION 
  Two courses from the following: 

 ENGL 110 College Composition I OR 
 ENGL 111 Honors Composition I OR 
 ENGL 112 ESL College Composition AND ENGL 120 College Comp II OR  
 ENGL 121 Honors Composition II OR 
 ENGL 122 ESL College Composition II 

  QUANTITATIVE LITERACY 
   One course from the following: 

 Math 103 College Algebra OR 
 Math 104 Finite Mathematics OR 
 Math 146 Applied Calculus I OR 
 Math 165 Calculus I OR 
 STAT 330 Introductory Statistics 



18 

 The discussion turns on: “Can we map to the 
learning outcomes in the passport?” 

 Do our writing, math, science, etc requirements 
yield the outcomes of the passport?  

 And of course the answer is yes 

 Faculty are relieved to find out “we are already 
doing all of this; we agree with our multistate 
colleagues on our discipline objectives.”  

 One of the professional benefits is validation; 

 And of course the biggest benefit goes to 
students … 

Some  Benefits 



 Next opportunities for the Passport Initiative: 
 Increasing new state participation; 
 Pathways: STEM and Non STEM?; 
 National Degree audit system; students see all the 

pathways available; 
 Conferences for faculty on outcomes, learning; 

 
 Interested in joining the Passport?; 
 July 1st applications can be found on WICHE site; 
 Directions for establishing your block, there now 
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