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What’s at stake this year?

The battle for political control of the states was waged in legislative elections because 
--6115 legislative seats were up for election this year in 46 states.
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State Legislatures Pre-Election 2010
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Pre-election
--27 states where Dems. hold both chambers
--Republicans control 14 legislatures
--8 are divided--fewest number of divided legislatures since 1982

Chambers:  Democrats claim 60, Republicans have 36, two are tied --AK Senate and Montana
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President's Party in Legislatures in Mid-Term Elections
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Since 1902, the party holding the White House lost seats in legislatures 26 of 28 times with only exceptions being in 1934 when FDR's Democrats gained 1108 and in 2002 when Republicans netted 177 seats in the post 9/11 election.  
One thing the historic data show is that political swings are cyclical.
Party of the president loses an average of 345 seats in mid-term elections. 
Democrats lost 711 seats in the 2010 cycle--more than twice the average.


Altered States 2010
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Unaltered--Democratic since Reconstruction
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State Legislatures Post-Election 2010
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Factoring in the chamber control shifts in 2010, there are now:
--25 states where Republicans hold both chambers
--Dems control 16 legislatures
--6 are divided--fewest number of divided legislatures since 1982

Chambers:  Democrats=38, Republicans=55, Tied=2 -- AK Senate and OR House  3 undecided--NY Senate, OR Sen. & WA Sen
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Legislative Seats Held by Party 1900-2010
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--Republicans at highest point since 1928
--Rs have 3994  which is 54 % of all seats
--Ds have 46%




Party Control Shifts—2010

Republican Gains

Alabama House & Senate

Montana House
Colorado House

_ New Hampshire House & Senate
Indiana House

North Carolina House & Senate
lowa House

_ Ohio House
Maine House & Senate

o Pennsylvania House
Michigan House _ _
_ Wisconsin House & Senate
Minnesota House & Senate

Tied

Oregon House
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Seat Changes by Region 2008-2010

e East +229 Republican
e Midwest +211 Republican
e South +177 Republican
e West +94 Republican
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Democratic Share of Seats in the South 1900 - 2010
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Governor Party Post-Election 2010
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State Government Post-Election 2010
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Republican up 12 to 20 from 8



32 States Under New Leadership
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At least 32 states will either have a new governor or new legislative leaders when sessions start next year. 


Reapportionment 2010
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--a few quick thoughts about redistricting
--legislative elections matter for many reasons. Most importantly, legislatures budget about 1.5 trillion dollars every year and consider tens of thousands of pieces of legislation on issues that truly matter to people--education, health care, corrections, roads
--but I can't ignore redistricting 
	--timing
	--in all but six states, legislatures have responsibility for drawing U.S. House lines
	--in all but 13 states, the legislature has authority for passing the legislative plans
	--Califo0rnia proposition 20
	--Florida amendments on criteria
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= Republican Gains far Exceeded Expectations
= "Enthusiasm Gap"

= 0 chambers switch

* Turnover in Legislatures above average due to the high
number of Democratic incumbent losses.

=" Record number of new governors - 28
= More Conservative
= Redistricting starts next February
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Big shift in direction of the GOP--surpassing 1994 cycle
	--Most Republican legislators since 1928.  Number of legislators has been relatively constant

Biggest turnout in a mid-term since 1970--largest mid-term vote ever.

There are a total of 11,070 candidates running for the legislature this year
	--4940 Democrats (50 fewer than in 2008)
	--5082 Republicans (822 more than in 2010)

Record number of new governors-- two incumbents lost, so you get to 28 new govs when you includes WV and ND




Thank You!

Tim Storey
Tim.Storey@NCSL.org
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